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4th EU-Asia Dialogue on Nanosafety

The 4th EU-Asia dialogue on Nanosafety was 
performed in a way to make progress from di-
scussions towards implementation of actions. 
Thus, already developed initiatives have been 
presented as well as findings from previous 
workshops (e.g. Malta-Initiative, EU-US-BI-
LAT-report, previous EU-Asia-dialogue-out-
put). Specific activities and recommendations 
from that pre-work have been central part of 
the meeting, (i) already in the preparation in 
the information package to bring all partici-
pants on the same information level, and (ii) 
during the event with excellent talks and wor-

king sessions. Within the key-notes, several 
success stories of already ongoing collabora-
tion between EU and Asia have been highlight-
ed and further challenges and action fields 
identified. Standardisation, the “MALTA-in-
itiative” and “governance” have been further 
items of the talks, rounded up by scientific 
contributions of young scientists. The break-
out sessions tackled thematic collaboration 
fields and offered an exchange field on gover-
nance best practices and certification/label-
ling experiences.

“ F R O M  D I S C U S S I O N S  T O  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N ”
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Around 70 participants from more than 20 
countries joined the dialogue. 

This meeting report shall be shared with the 
EC and the member states, Asian countries, as 
well as the OECD and other interested groups. 
It shall include recommendations (breakout 
session A), which research needs shall be ad-
dressed within future programs (e.g. Horizon 
Europe, national programs in Europe and Asia, 
etc.) and what are the take home messages 
from the governance discussions (breakout 
session B).

The presentation slides are public accessible: 
https://www.bnn.at/presentations-of-4th-
eu-asia-dialogue-on-nanosafety-available-
now/ 

Thus, the report focusses on the results of the 
breakout sessions and a short “action plan on 
the way towards the 5th EU-Asia Dialogue on 
Nanosafety”.

Some colleagues have also shared publicati-
ons specifically relevant for the participants. 
Please find those added at the end of this re-
port.

https://www.bnn.at/presentations-of-4th-eu-asia-dialogue-on-nanosafety-available-now/ 
https://www.bnn.at/presentations-of-4th-eu-asia-dialogue-on-nanosafety-available-now/ 
https://www.bnn.at/presentations-of-4th-eu-asia-dialogue-on-nanosafety-available-now/ 


4th EU-Asia Dialogue on NanoSafety

4

Breakout session A –  
Thematic Collaboration Fields

The session on thematic collaboration fields 
started with a presentation on the Malta Ini-
tiative, a European action to develop OECD 
test guidelines for nanomaterials. This initia-
tive was founded by European member states 
and is based on voluntary collaboration in this 
field by all stakeholders e.g. industry, govern-
ments, scientists. The Malta Initiative can also 
be seen as a raw model how collaboration bet-
ween Asian and European could be organised 
in the field of test method developments to be 
used in national regulation.

Wannee Chinsirikul informed in her presenta-
tion about Thailand’s policy and their interna-
tional activities and technological capabilities. 
In the last section she raised specific points 
on collaboration in the field of standardisation 
and harmonisation including inter laboratory 
studies and common workshops.

The point of collaboration and organisation of 
this thematic collaboration was then discus-
sed. Several suggestions to link to existing 
networks and organisations were made. This 
will be taken up by a steering group to faci-
litate a successful start. While exchanging on 
the collaboration it became evident that the 
way Asian and European countries look at 
nano and its regulation is quite different. Asi-
an countries look from the perspective of the 
product and use while Europe looks from the 
perspective of chemicals.

From the lively dialogue it became evident 
that a strong collaboration in various areas 
is wished by all participants and that the ex-
change between Asia and Europe should be 
strengthened by common activities and topic 
related projects.

C H A I R :  T H O M A S  K U H L B U S C H ,  W A N N E E  C H I N S I R I K U L ,  

M A R  G O N Z A L E Z ,  F L E M M I N G  C A S S E E
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Breakout session B – Risk Governance - 
Where do we stand and where do we go

The Governance session build on the previous 
session on placing the development of nano-
data, -tools and -frameworks into a perspec-
tive of nano risk governance, including the 
development of road maps. It initiated a ge-
neral dialogue on where we stand in regard to 
governance and suggested possible ways for-
ward. 

The session started with a presentation by 
Professor Tae G. Lee on the Korean Nanosa-
fety Roadmap, where various consumptions 
were described for the next 7 years.  He further 
outlined that there already was good collabo-
ration with European projects partly involved 
in test guideline development, partly in deve-
loping Governance paradigms. It was further 
emphasised that also here Safety is key, and 
that this is a global issue. 

In relation to this, Dr. Janeck J Scott-Fords-
mand sketched the present status and the 
way forward in relation to nano risk governan-
ce, work ongoing in European research pro-
ject. He showed how the large scale European 
Projects worked together on this, integrating 
previous research on data, tools, framework 
and Governance into a coherent Governance 
approach focussing on the future aspect. He 
outlined how a key focus has been to include 
all possible stakeholder in the development 
process, this including a high emphasis on glo-
bal perspective. 

Following this was a lively dialogue showing 
how various regions in Asia has integrated dif-
ferent approaches, e.g. certification concept 
which will  give the companies to do some tes-
ting to support this certification. There was a 

C H A I R :  J A N E C K  J  S C O T T - F O R D S M A N D ,  T A E  G .  L E E , 

M O N I Q U E  G R O E N E W O L D ,  M A R I A  D U S I N S K A



4th EU-Asia Dialogue on NanoSafety

6

consensus in the audience this Nano risk Governance was highly important issues and a key 
wish to make supported efforts across the regions.

Action plan 

O N  T H E  W A Y  T O W A R D S  T H E  5 T H  E U - A S I A  D I A L O G U E  

O N  N A N O S A F E T Y

•	 Setup of Committee to conceptualize a network-initiative → Alexander Pogany

•	 Develop a concept including an implementation plan for the network → network-initiative 
comittee

•	 Direct interaction with the chairs of the breakout sessions: potential contributors to the the-
matic collaboration fields and/or to the governance aspects raised during the dialogue shall 
directly approach the session chairs to follow up to define if/what/how the collaboration can 
be started:

		  •    thematic collaboration fields → please contact Thomas Kuhlbusch

		  •    risk governance → please contact Janeck J Scott-Fordsmand

•	 Preparation of 5th EU-Asia Dialogue on Nanosafety, 2021 → Ruslinda A. Rahim

•	 Developments for 6th EU Asia Dialogue event in 2022 → Anke Jesse

Once again, we like to thank all speakers, especially the breakout session chairs and co-chairs 
for their efforts and also thanks to the participants who made this event a success

Looking forward to the next EU-Asia Dialogue on Nanosafety!

A L E X A N D E R  P O G Á N Y  	 		  A N D R E A S  F A L K

www.bmk.gv.at					     www.bnn.at

Host and organizer of 4th EU-Asia Dialogue on Nanosafety

https://www.bmk.gv.at/
https://www.bnn.at
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